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Hereditary Conditions Of The Boxer Breed 

According To The AVAR – Association of Veterinarians for Animal Rights
1. Aberrant cilia: eyelashes growing abnormally, such as rubbing against the eyeball (see #16).

2. Abnormal dentition: abnormal placement, number and development of teeth.

3. Acne: same thing as in humans, affects the muzzle and lip areas.

4. Allergies: same as in humans. Dogs can be allergic to things they come in contact with, eat or inhale.

5. Atopy: an allergy caused from things dogs inhale.

6. Atrial septal defects: a malformation of the dividing wall between two chambers of the heart, usually resulting in a hole which then causes blood flow abnormalities.

7. Bloat: a condition where a dog's stomach produces excessive gas and enlarges severely enough to cause death without immediate treatment. Usually associated with gastric torsion (See #24).

8. Cardiomyopathy: a disease of weakened heart muscles. 
9. Cataract: as in humans, a change in structure of the lens of the eye leading to cloudiness and usually to blindness.

10. Corneal ulcer, superficial: an erosion of the outer membrane and outer surface of the cornea.

11. Cushing's disease (hyperadrenocorticism): a disease characterized by an excess secretion of cortisosteroids from the adrenal glands (See #29).
12. Cutaneous asthenia: a condition where the skin lacks its normal strength, elasticity and sensation. Also called Ehlers- Danlos syndrome. Seen in several breeds, including English springer spaniels and boxers (See #17).
13. Cystinuria: an abnormal excretion of a substance (cystine) in the urine.

14. Demodicosis: a kind of skin disease (mange) caused by microscopic Demodex canis mites living within the skin layers and producing an immunodeficiency syndrome.

15. Dermoid cyst: a small growth composed of skin-like structures
16. Distichiasis: abnormally growing eyelashes (see #1).

17. Ehlers-Danlos syndrome: a connective tissue disease characterized by loose, hyperextensible and very fragile skin that tears easily (See #12).
18. Endocardial fibroelastosis: an abnormal condition of scarring of the muscles of the heart.

19. Entropion: an abnormal rolling in of the eyelid.
20. Esophageal dilatation: an abnormally large and usually flaccid esophagus.

21. Eversion of nictitating membrane: a condition where the third eyelid is protruding

22. Factor II deficiency or hypoprothrombinemia: a rare deficiency of prothrombin, a clotting factor needed to control bleeding.
23. Factor VIII deficiency or hemophilia A: the most common severe inherited clotting disorder of humans and nonhuman animals. Inhereited as a sex-linked recessive trait (carried by females and manifested in males). Affects most dog breeds.
24. Gastric torsion: a condition where the stomach twists, thereby impeding input and output (See #7).
25. Gingival hyperplasia: overgrowth of the gum tissues.

26. Granulomatous colitis: a type of chronic inflammation of the colon characterized by reactive tissue growths.

27. Hepatic portosystemic shunt or arteriovenous fistula: a malformation of blood vessels in the liver or an abnormal communication between the arteries and veins in the liver.

28. Histiocytoma: a tumor composed of certain skin tissue cells (i.e., histiocytes).

29. Hyperadrenocorticism or Cushing's disease: a disease where the adrenal glands are overactive (See #11).
30. Hypothyroidism: a common endocrine disease where the body produces an abnormally low amount of thyroid hormones. An autoimmune destruction of the thyroid gland which affects more than 50, dog breeds (See #31 and #43).
31. Lymphocytic thyroiditis: an autoimmune disease causing inflammation and destruction of the thyroid gland, which becomes infiltrated with lymphocytes (white blood cells) and leads to hypothyroidism. This is the most common endocrine disease of the dog and has an inherited predisposition (See #30 and #43).

32. Mastocytoma: a rare cancer developing from a type of tissue cell known as a mast cell.
33. Osteochondritis dissecans: a specific form of inflammation of the cartilage of certain joints which causes arthritis (See #34).

34. Osteochondrosis: a group of developmental diseases resulting in abnormal formulation of joint cartilage. Commonly involves the shoulder, stifle, hock or elbow (See #33).

35. Pododermatitis: a skin infection of the paws.
36. Progressive retinal atrophy: a disease where the retina slowly deteriorates, producing night blindness.

37. Sertoli cell tumor: a tumor of the testicles which secretes estrogen and causes feminization.
38. Spondylosis: a malformation of the vertebrae.

39. Squamous cell carcinoma: a cancer arising from the squamous type of skin cell.

40. Sternal callus: a thickened, hairless area forming on the chest of an animal.

41. Subaortic stenosis: a tightening of the outflow opening for blood to go from the heart into the aorta. 

42. Syncope: a brief period of fainting or collapse.

43. Thyroiditis: an autoimmune inflammatory disease of the thyroid gland (See # 30 and #31).

44. Ulcerative keratitis: an inflammation of the cornea characterized by the formation of ulcers.

45. Vaginal hyperplasia: an overgrowth of tissues of the vagina.

46. Von Willebrand's disease: a type of bleeding disorder caused by defective blood platelet function. Occurs in 59 dog breeds but most often in Doberman pinschers. An autosomal trait affecting both sexes.
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