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POTENTIAL HEALTH RISKS PRONE TO THE BOXER BREED

Cardiomypathy-Is a disease of the heart muscle itself. It causes reduction in the force of heart contractions and thus causes a decrease in the circulation of blood through the lungs and rest of body. The disease may be caused by many reasons: infectious (viral), metabolic, malnutrition, toxic degenerative or unknown reasons. Cardiomypathy is thought to be congenital in Boxers.

Aortic Stenosis-Is a narrowing of the aortic valve that causes obstruction of blood flow into circulation which makes the heart work harder and the wall in the left ventricle thicken. The defect can occur below the aortic valve and thus is referred to as subaortic stenosis.

Cancer-Boxers are at a high risk for tumors. It is a good idea to check your Boxer often for any growth or unusual medical developments. Always consult with your vet if you notice anything unusual.

Degenerative Myelopathy-Is a progressive disease involving the spinal cord. It is thought to be an inflammatory, autoimmune disease, variable in its presentation and course, in which the immune system attacks the dog’s central nervous system.  Slowly, the dog will stagger and become partially paralyzed in the rear legs which becomes worse with time.  Eventually the dog will no longer walk, once the nerves in the spinal cord are destroyed, because without nerve connections, muscles cannot work. Control pathways that make muscles work are located all throughout the spinal cord.  There currently is no known successful treatment for this disease, although exercise, physical therapy, and supplements may delay the progression.  Some dogs do well in a "cart" once they are immobile.
Demodectic Mange-Also known as red mange. The demodex mite is passed from the dam to her puppies. The localized form of demodex is characterized by a few spots that do not itch. These patches usually appear on head, neck and fore limbs. Ninety percent of those puppies that develop localized demodex will heal on their own. Ten percent of those puppies will go on to have generalized demodex. The American Academy of Veterinary Dermatology passed a resolution in 1983 suggesting that all dogs with generalized demodex should be neutered or spayed.
Bloat-Is a life threatening emergency. Sometimes for unknown reasons Boxers develop bloat. Bloat is usually connected with the rapid ingestion of a meal or a lot of water. The stomach distends with air and gas, you may notice that the Boxer's abdomen looks swollen. The dog may try to vomit and relieve himself. If you suspect bloat get your Boxer to a vet immediately.

Hypothyroidism-The thyroid gland does not produce enough hormones. This can affect many organs including the heart. Some symptoms are hair loss, obesity, dry skin, and infertility. The replacement of thyroid hormone will relieve the symptoms but will need to be given the rest of the dog's life.

Gingival Hyperplasia-This is an overgrowth of gum tissue, seen in some older Boxers. Always consult vet to rule out malignancy.

