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WHY WE DO NOT RECOMMEND PLASTIC DOG BOWLS

Do you use plastic feeding bowls?  You may want to consider changing to stainless steel or ceramic bowls to feed and water your dog.  “Plastic Dish Dermatitis” is actually a medical diagnosis which is defined as an irritation to the skin on the nose or chin caused by a reaction to a chemical antioxidant found in the plastic.  
Plastic or rubber dishes contain the chemical p-benzylhydroquinone.  The chemical is absorbed through the skin and blocks the synthesis of melanin which causes a loss of pigment color of the nose and lips. The involved skin can become inflamed and irritated. 
Plastic bowls can also contribute to canine acne where the skin comes in contact with the bowl.  Plastic bowls tend to leach chemicals into food and water.

Stainless steel or ceramic bowls are much less likely to harbor bacteria than plastic and are easier to clean.  Stainless and ceramic materials also last longer and can be cleaned thoroughly in the dishwasher.   Another possible problem is that many dogs will chew plastic bowls, which can cause a life threatening blockage if ingested.
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